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WOMEN WORKERS. 


AN APPEAL TO BOROUGH COUNCILLORS, 


= 


_-It is constantly said, aa widely believed, that women ought not to work for money. The 
“reason given is that they are supported by men, and have therefore no need to do so; while the 
--. men must work in order to support them. 


It is not true that the women who work for money are necessarily supported by men, nor is 
‘it true that all the men who work are ; supporting wives and families. 


_ Of the women employed by Borough Councils Grheiner married or not) a an overwhelming 
number are not only not being supported by- anyone, but are actually themselves maintaining 
others : parents, husbands, younger brothers and sisters, or other relatives. They must 
live, and they have as much right as ayn else to apply for and obtain work if. they 
can perform it. . 


Of the men employed by the Borough Councils, the majority are in the same way 

supporting themselves and others. A substantial minority, however, do not do so. And if 

employment i is to be given on the hee of family needs, the case of these unmarried men must 
be carefully considered. 


Why Ghote women with dependents be turned off or unpaid, and men without 
i dependents kept on? . 2 . 


Asa matter “of fact, however, it is not the personal needs of the applicants which governs 

_ appointments, but the fitness for the task, and this is really the only criterion which will lead to 

: satisfactory work, especially when it is accompanied by the establishment of equal pay. The 

examination of the personal financial situation of each candidate may be defended in a time of 

‘unusual stress like the present, and the councils may be right in giving employment on charitable 

lines ; but it is neither a good nor a lasting method and should be abandoned as soon as un- 
employment decreases. And, while it lasts, it should be applied to men and women alike. 


- October, 1922. | | | 
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